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Homework Policy

1. Introduction

1.1. This document outlines the policy for St Michael’s Primary School and Nursery regarding the use of homework throughout the school. 

1.2. The policy reflects the consensus opinion of the whole teaching staff and has the support and agreement of the Governing Body.

1.3. The implementation of this policy is the responsibility of all teaching staff.

1.4. At St Michael’s Primary School and Nursery we recognise the importance of homework in reinforcing and extending classroom learning and in helping children develop skills and attitudes they need for successful lifelong learning. It supports the development of independent learning skills, in particular those of enquiry and investigation.

2. Rationale

2.1. At St Michael’s Primary School and Nursery we believe that homework is a very important part of a child’s education and can add much to a child.  We see homework as an important way of establishing a successful dialogue between teachers and parents. One of the aims of our school is for children to develop as independent learners.
2.2. Homework will be used to:

· consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding, with a key focus on Literacy and Numeracy skills

· extend school learning through additional reading and research

· provide opportunities for parents and children to enjoy learning experiences together

3. The purpose of Homework 
The main purpose of homework is to involve parent actively in children’s learning through short activities e.g.  simple games, spelling, number facts, reading together.  As children get older they will be encouraged to develop the habit of regular periods of time devoted to independent learning.  By Year 6 the homework programme will cover a wider variety of tasks within a regular weekly timetable.
4. Amount of Homework

	Year
	Subject

	Reception
	10 – 15 minutes each day  on reading 

	Years 1 and 2
	10 – 15 minutes each day 
Tasks will include daily reading and word card practice.  Other activities given will be spellings and maths tasks. 

	Years 3 and 4 
	20 minutes per day
Tasks will include daily reading, spellings and maths tasks

	Year 5 and 6 
	30 minutes per day

Tasks will include daily reading, spelling activities and maths tasks


*From time to time children may be asked to complete additional tasks related to the class topic. 
All children will have a home/school diary, issued in September each year.  The diaries should last for a whole year, so need to be carefully looked after.
5. How Parents Can Help 
· Please provide your child with a suitable book bag for keeping books, worksheets etc. in good condition.  Book bags can be purchased at the school office.
· Please take an interest in your child’s homework.  Some of the tasks, especially for younger children, involve you playing a game with them or in reading and finding out something together.

· Please sign the home/school diary each week.

· Home/school diaries will also be used to keep a record of books read.  Please do add comments when you hear your child read and sign the comments.

If parents have any problems or questions about homework, they should, in the first instance, contact the child’s class teacher. If they have continuing problems or their questions are of a more general nature, they should contact the headteacher. 
6. How Children Can Help 
· Please look after your home/school diary.  It should last all year.
· Bring your diary to school every day, with your reading book.

· Write the date each week and enter your homework tasks when asked

· Mae sure your parents know you have homework.

· Make sure that your parents sign your home/school book each week.

7. What You Can Expect From The School

· All children will be given a home/school diary.
· Children will be provided with reading books.

· Homework will be set in accordance with the Homework Policy.

· Homework will be marked and returned to children to read comments.  

· Completed activities will be kept in a homework file in school.
· The school will provide sheets to record their work.

· The class teacher will arrange to meet with any parents who have concerns or queries about homework.

· Teachers will sign the home/school diary each week.
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